
  MEDITATIONS ON THE TRUE CHRISTIAN LIFE

        ...."This book of the law [the Word of God] shall not depart from [always be in] your
mouth, but you shall meditate on it day and night, so that you may be careful [take heed] to do
according to all that is written in it; for THEN you will make your way prosperous, and THEN
you will have success".... Joshua 1:8 NASB
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* It is God's dwelling in us that makes us holy, that gives us not only the
motive, but the courage and the power to perfect holiness, to yield ourselves for
Him to possess perfectly and entirely. It is God's being a Father to us, begetting
His own life, His own Son within us, forming Christ in us, until the Son and the
Father make their abode in us, that will give us confidence to believe that it is
possible to perfect holiness, and will reveal to us the secret of its attainment. There
are hindrances that check and prevent our growth in holiness. These must be
watched against and removed. 

"Having these promises.... let us cleanse ourselves from all defilement of
flesh and spirit, perfecting holiness in the fear of the Lord." Every defilement,
outward or inward, in conduct or sentiment, in the physical or spiritual life, must
be cleansed and cast away. Cleansing in the Blood, cleansing by the Word,
cleansing by the pruning knife or the fire - in any way or by any means - but we
must be cleansed. In the fear of the Lord every sin must be cut off and cast out;
everything doubtful or defiling must be put away; soul and body and spirit must be
preserved entire and blameless. Thus cleansing ourselves from all defilement we
shall perfect holiness: the Spirit of holiness will fill God's temple with His holy
presence and power.

...."Therefore, having these promises, beloved, let us cleanse ourselves from
all defilement of flesh and spirit, perfecting holiness in the fear [reverence] of
God".... 2 Corinthians 7:1 NASB


