
  MEDITATIONS ON THE TRUE CHRISTIAN LIFE

        ...."This book of the law [the Word of God] shall not depart from [always be in] your
mouth, but you shall meditate on it day and night, so that you may be careful [take heed] to do
according to all that is written in it; for THEN you will make your way prosperous, and THEN
you will have success".... Joshua 1:8 NASB

                                                       September 4th

* ...."the love of Christ constraineth us".... 2 Corinthians 5:14

The word "constraineth", which Paul uses, occurs several times in the New
Testament Greek to express a "grip", or constraint, which is overpowering or,
irresistible. It is the word used in describing the grip of the "men that held Jesus"
(Luke 22:63), and again of the people "holden" with great fear at the presence of
Christ, and of Simon's wife's mother "holden" with a great fever. These instances
and their connection, give light upon the sense in which the word is used by Paul
when speaking of the love of Christ constraining him. It keeps him in a "strait",
hemmed in to one course from which there is not deviation. He is "held" by this
great love; completely mastered by it, so that he is urged and impelled onward, as
a torrent into one course, sweeping down everything that comes in its way. And
this love is the motivating power of the new life in union with the Living Lord. A
love shed abroad in the heart by the Holy Spirit, a love which casts aside all self-
love and self-interest, and completely holds the soul in its power.


