
  MEDITATIONS ON THE TRUE CHRISTIAN LIFE

        ...."This book of the law [the Word of God] shall not depart from [always be in] your
mouth, but you shall meditate on it day and night, so that you may be careful [take heed] to do
according to all that is written in it; for THEN you will make your way prosperous, and THEN
you will have success".... Joshua 1:8 NASB

                                                       February 14th

* The "powers" (of the air) are still present; but wherever Christ is preached
and believed in, wherever His authority is "established", a limit has been set to
their working. This limit is the sign and the promise of their defeat. Primarily this
limitation is seen in the continued existence of the Church of Jesus Christ. By her
very presence she breaks through that unshaken stability of life under the "powers"
which we know and marvel at in ancient civilizations. She is made up of men and
women who see through the deception of the Powers, refusing to run after "isms". 

Standing within the community of a people or a culture, their very presence
is an interrogation, the questioning of the "legitimacy" of the "powers". The
"powers" are limited by the very presence of men and women who will no longer
let themselves be enslaved, led astray, and intimidated, against whom the program
of the "powers, that is, their effort to separate men and women from God, suffers
shipwreck. It is then inevitable that the Powers should resort to oppression and
persecution. But in this very act of desperation their unmasking is repeated and
confirmed. They can no longer exist without being forced to uncover their true
nature.

...."When you were dead in your transgressions and the uncircumcision of
your flesh, He made you alive together with Him, having forgiven us all our
transgressions, having canceled out the certificate of debt consisting of decrees
against us, which was hostile to us; and He has taken it out of the way, having
nailed it to the cross. When He had disarmed the rulers and authorities, He made
a public display of them, having triumphed over them through Him".... Colossians
2:13-15 NASB

...."And do not be terrified in even one thing by those who are entrenched in
their opposition against you, which failure on your part to be frightened is an
indication of such a nature as to present clear evidence to them of utter
destruction, also clear evidence of your salvation, and this from God. And the



reason why you should not be terrified is because to you that very thing was given
graciously as a favor for the sake of Christ and in His behalf, not only to be
believing on Him but also to be suffering for His sake and in His behalf, having
the same struggle which you saw in me and now hear to be in me".... Philippians
1:28-30 Kenneth Wuest Translation


