
  MEDITATIONS ON THE TRUE CHRISTIAN LIFE

        ...."This book of the law [the Word of God] shall not depart from [always be in] your
mouth, but you shall meditate on it day and night, so that you may be careful [take heed] to do
according to all that is written in it; for THEN you will make your way prosperous, and THEN
you will have success".... Joshua 1:8 NASB

                                                       February 26th

*               WE ARE THE RIGHTEOUSNESS OF GOD, IN CHRIST

                                                        [ part 1 of 3]

Righteousness is the key word in Paul's epistles. It means the ability to stand
in the Father's presence without the sense of fear, condemnation, or inferiority.
The greatest blessing of the New Creation is to be established in righteousness, to
acquire a "righteousness-consciousness". Man is born into a "sin-consciousness".
We have had a "weakness-consciousness" that has kept us slaves of fear. But what
a sense of victory, of freedom would be ours if we knew that we were the
righteousness of God and were established in that fact. Sin-consciousness has
made slaves of the human race. It has destroyed the initiative in multitudes. It has
been the oldest and most persistent enemy of faith. You cannot have faith in the
Word when you are under condemnation! Righteousness means the ability to stand
in the presence of God. What would sonship be worth if we did not have
righteousness? The Father would have no pleasure in His children because they
would be shrinking, cowardly, fearful beings. The children would never enjoy the
Father's presence. No redemption would be worth the name that did not include
righteousness. No New Creation and sonship would be worth the title, if
righteousness did not become part of it. So the object of the Redemption that God
wrought in His Son was to make man righteous before Him. That was the ultimate
objective of the Father. He dared to make His Son a Substitute for the human race. 


