
  MEDITATIONS ON THE TRUE CHRISTIAN LIFE

        ...."This book of the law [the Word of God] shall not depart from [always be in] your
mouth, but you shall meditate on it day and night, so that you may be careful [take heed] to do
according to all that is written in it; for THEN you will make your way prosperous, and THEN
you will have success".... Joshua 1:8 NASB
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* The life of an unregenerated person almost entirely is governed by the soul.
They may be living in fear, curiosity, joy, pride, pity, pleasure, delight, wonder,
shame, love, remorse, elation. Or they may be full of ideals, imaginations,
superstitions, doubts, suppositions, inquiries, inductions, deductions, analyses,
introspections. Or they may be moved - by the desire for power, wealth, social
recognition, freedom, position, fame, praise, knowledge - into making many
daring decisions, into personally arbitrating, into voicing stubborn opinions, or
even undergoing patient endurance. 

All these and other like things are merely manifestations of the soul's three
main functions of emotion, mind and will. Is not life composed pre-eminently of
these matters? But regeneration can never arise out of these. To be penitent, to feel
sorry for sin, to shed tears, to even make decisions does not bring in salvation.
Confession, decision, and many other religious acts can never be and are not to be
construed as "New Birth". Rational judgement, intelligent understanding, mental
acceptance, or the pursuit of the good, the beautiful, and the true are merely
soulical activities if the spirit is not reached and stirred. Although they may serve
well as servants, man's ideas, feelings and choices cannot serve as masters and are
consequently secondary in this matter of salvation. 

The Bible hence never regards New Birth as being severity to the body,
impulsive feeling, the demand of the will, or reform through mental
understanding. The biblical New Birth occurs in an area far deeper than human
body and soul, yea, even in man's spirit, where he receives God's life through the
Holy Spirit.

...."Therefore if any person is [ingrafted] in Christ (the Messiah) he is a new
creation (a new creature altogether); the old [previous moral and spiritual
condition] has passed away. Behold, the fresh and new has come!".... 2
Corinthians 5:17 The Amplified Translation 



...."But the natural, nonspiritual man does not accept or welcome or admit
into his heart the gifts and teachings and revelations of the Spirit of God, for they
are folly [meaningless nonsense] to him; and he is incapable of knowing them [of
progressively recognizing, understanding, and becoming better acquainted with
them] because they are spiritually discerned and estimated and appreciated. But
the spiritual man tries all things [he examines, investigates, inquires into,
questions, and discerns all things], yet is himself to be put on trial and judged by
no one [he can read the meaning of everything, but no one can properly discern or
appraise or get an insight into him]".... 1 Corinthians 2:14-15 The Amplified
Translation


