
  MEDITATIONS ON THE TRUE CHRISTIAN LIFE

        ...."This book of the law [the Word of God] shall not depart from [always be in] your
mouth, but you shall meditate on it day and night, so that you may be careful [take heed] to do
according to all that is written in it; for THEN you will make your way prosperous, and THEN
you will have success".... Joshua 1:8 NASB

                                                         June 1st

THE CREATION OF MAN

[part 5 of 6]

Man's Physical Condition

* When man was created, he was planned a perfect human being with an
endless human life. His body was not mortal nor immortal. The word "mortal"
means "death-doomed," or "Satan-ruled." Man was an eternal spirit being in God's
class, with an eternal human body. Adam's body was perfect, and fit to be the
temple of God's underruler.

Man's Dominion, Authority, and Responsibility

Genesis 1:28. Reading the Scripture through the mind ruled by the senses,
we have overlooked the tremendous place man held in the heart of God. He was
the object of the Father-God's love and affection. It was the joy of the Father to
give His man dominion over the works He had created. This man had, by creation,
the ability to rule the universe. Psalm 8:3-9 is a revelation of the creation of the
first man as the Father-God desired him to be and to live.

Psalm 8:5, "Made him but little lower than God." The King James Version
reads "angels," but the correct translation is "God." The Hebrew word is "Elohim."
It is the same word that is used in Genesis 1:1. "In the beginning `God' (or
`Elohim')." The thought of the Hebrew is "just a shade lower than God." Man was
created as nearly like the Father-God as was possible.

Man was to be God's companion and underruler. His dominion reached to
the utmost star and planet. His dominion was as far-reaching as Christ's rule shall
be when He shall take over the dominion of the universe. Hebrews 2:5-8 is a



revelation of Adam's dominion. Hebrews 2:8 (last clause) reveals that man no
longer holds that dominion (American Standard Version). Hebrews 2:9 shows that
the lost dominion of Adam has been given to Christ, by virtue of His sacrifice on
man's behalf.

Hebrews 1:3 gives to us a suggestion as to the way Adam ruled God's
creation. Jesus now upholds all things by the Word of His power. Adam ruled
creation by his word. His voice was like the voice of his Creator in its dominion
over creation. Adam possessed such complete authority over creation that he had
in his hands the legal right to confer that dominion to another being. In our next
lesson we shall see that he did this very thing.


