
  MEDITATIONS ON THE TRUE CHRISTIAN LIFE

        ...."This book of the law [the Word of God] shall not depart from [always be in] your
mouth, but you shall meditate on it day and night, so that you may be careful [take heed] to do
according to all that is written in it; for THEN you will make your way prosperous, and THEN
you will have success".... Joshua 1:8 NASB
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THE REIGN OF ETERNAL LIFE

[part 1 of 5]

* ROMANS 5:17: "For if, through the transgression of the one individual,
Death made use of the one individual to seize the sovereignty, all the more shall
those who receive God's overflowing grace and gift of righteousness reign as
kings in the realm of life through the one individual, Jesus Christ." 

Here is the story of Satan's seizure of man's dominion in the Garden when
he changed man's spirit nature, made his body mortal, and made that body the
master of his spirit. Man became the servant of the senses; his spirit no longer
ruled him. Man's spirit became subject to Satan's nature, Spiritual Death. In this
we witness the tragedy of Love. God's love creation became the. slave of hate.
Gen. 1 :26: "And God said, Let us make man in our image, after our likeness: and
let them have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the birds of the heavens,
and over the cattle, and over all the earth and over every creeping thing that
creepeth upon the earth."

Study this with Psalms 8:3-6: "When I consider thy heavens, the work of thy
fingers: the moon and the stars, which thou hast ordained; what is man that thou
art mindful of him? And the son of man, that thou visitest him? For thou hast made
him but little lower than God, and crownest him with glory and honor. Thou
makest him to have dominion over the works of thy hands; thou hast put all things
under his feet." This is a picture of God's man in the Garden before sin came. 

And Hebrews 2:5-8: "For not unto angels did he subject the world that was
to be created, whereof we speak. But one hath some-where testified saying, what
is man, that thou art mindful of him? Or the son of man, that thou visitest him?
Thou madest him a little lower than God; thou crownest him with glory and honor,



and didst set him over the works of thy hands: thou didst put all things in
subjection under his feet."

This vast authority, this great honor God had conferred upon man, was
turned over into the hands of the adversary. Man became the subject of Satan. He
had been God's under ruler. What a wonderful being he must have been with a
mind so capable that he named the entire animal and vegetable creation, with a
dominion so vast that the very Heavens were subject to him! Then he fell under
the dominion of Satan. We can now understand the scripture which we first
quoted. Satan seized the sovereignty. He became the lord and head of man. He
became the god of this world. He became the spiritual father of the human race.
Politically he became the prince of this world.


