
  MEDITATIONS ON THE TRUE CHRISTIAN LIFE

        ...."This book of the law [the Word of God] shall not depart from [always be in] your
mouth, but you shall meditate on it day and night, so that you may be careful [take heed] to do
according to all that is written in it; for THEN you will make your way prosperous, and THEN
you will have success".... Joshua 1:8 NASB
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THE REIGN OF ETERNAL LIFE

[part 3 of 5]

* Did you ever notice this scripture 1 Timothy 3:16: "He who was manifested
in the flesh, justified in the spirit." 

God is describing His Son as a Substitute after He had left His body and
gone to the place of suffering. God had laid upon Him our sins and diseases. God
had made Him to be sin that we might be His Righteousness in Christ.

He stayed there until He had satisfied every claim of Justice. Then He was
justified in spirit. 1 Peter 3:18: "Because Christ also suffered for sins once, the
righteous for the unrighteous, that he might bring us to God; being put to death in
the flesh, but made alive in the spirit." This is not referring to the Holy Spirit, but
to His spirit. He had died spiritually.

He had become a Partaker of the Satanic nature on the Cross. When God
laid our sin upon Him, He became sin. He had never known sin. He became
Identified with Satan. His body became mortal so that He could die. He could not
have died physically unless He had died spiritually. 

John 10:18: "No one taketh my life from me, but I lay it down of myself. I
have authority to lay it down, and I have authority to take it again." He could not
have died until His body had become mortal. This could not have been until He
was made sin. Then He was justified, declared righteous and given Eternal Life. 

Colossians 1 :18: "And he is the head of the body, the church : who is the
beginning, the firstborn from the dead."



Jesus was the first person ever Born Again. Out of that New Birth the
Church has been born. 

Ephesians 2:10: "For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus." 

Acts 13:33: "Thou art my son. This day have I begotten thee." This has
reference to His resurrection. Then Jesus stripped Satan of his authority,
conquered him, and arose from the dead; and the reign of the new life began. It is
important that we understand the teaching of identification. (Read my book,
"Identification.") 

Paul teaches us in this great revelation that we were crucified with Christ,
that we died with Christ, that we were buried with Christ, that we suffered with
Christ, that we were made alive together with Christ, that we were justified with
Christ, that we were raised together with Christ, and then were seated together
with Him at the right hand of God. This is the mystery of substitution.

Jesus was our Substitute. It was the same as though we had been nailed to
the cross with Him, had died with Him, had been buried with Him, had suffered
with Him, had conquered Satan with Him, had been justified with Him, had been
made alive with Him, had arisen with Him, and were seated with Him. His victory
over Satan was real.

What He did, He did for us. What He is, He is for us. He is the first born of
the Church.


