
  MEDITATIONS ON THE TRUE CHRISTIAN LIFE

        ...."This book of the law [the Word of God] shall not depart from [always be in] your
mouth, but you shall meditate on it day and night, so that you may be careful [take heed] to do
according to all that is written in it; for THEN you will make your way prosperous, and THEN
you will have success".... Joshua 1:8 NASB
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A JOYFUL CONFESSION

[part 4 of 4]

* When we confess the Word with joy, it brings conviction to the listeners. In
Romans 10:10 it says, "For with the heart man believeth." I like to translate it like
this, "For with the heart, man acts on the Word." The heart acts and that drives the
lips to confession. A doubting heart is a sense-ruled heart. A fearless confession
comes from a Word-ruled heart. The Word dominates their heart life and they
speak as did Paul, "I know in whom I have believed." As Paul stood on the deck of
that ship in the midst of the awful storm, he said, "I believe God." Then he told
those wondering men, "Every one of you will get to the shore safely, but the ship
will be lost."

He said, "Come, let us eat breakfast." He broke bread and gave thanks in the
midst of them. He gave them more than bread, he gave them courage. Paul had a
faith-filled, joyous confession. Only a heart that is nourished on the Word can
stand in these hard places. When we know that the Word is God speaking to us
now, it is not difficult to act upon it. In the Eighty-second Psalm it declares that
"the Word is settled in heaven." When I read that, I saw that it must be settled in
my heart. I would no longer "try" to settle it. I knew that no Word from God was
void of fulfillment. I was no longer afraid to act upon it.

The Word became more real to me than any word man had ever spoken. My
lips were filled with laughter, my heart was filled with joy, and I had a victorious
confession. How many times have I seen the hesitant confession a fore-runner of
failure, and the joyful confession a forerunner of victory. When we fearlessly act
upon the Word and joyfully cast our every care on Him, victory is as sure as the
rising of the sun.


