
  MEDITATIONS ON THE TRUE CHRISTIAN LIFE

        ...."This book of the law [the Word of God] shall not depart from [always be in] your
mouth, but you shall meditate on it day and night, so that you may be careful [take heed] to do
according to all that is written in it; for THEN you will make your way prosperous, and THEN
you will have success".... Joshua 1:8 NASB
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...."Be anxious for nothing, but in everything by prayer [proclamation] and
supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. And the
peace of God, which surpasses all comprehension, will guard your hearts and
your minds in Christ Jesus. Finally, brethren, whatever is true, whatever is
honorable, whatever is right, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is of
good repute, if there is any excellence and if anything worthy of praise, dwell on
these things".... Philippians 4:6-8 NASB 

The second step Paul tells us to take is found in the word "supplication."
The word "supplication" in Greek is the word "deisis", which depicts a person who
has some type of lack in his life and therefore pleads strongly for his need to be
met. The word "deisis" is translated several ways in the King James Version,
including to beseech, to beg, or to earnestly appeal. This word pictures a person in
such great need that he feels compelled to push his pride out of the way so he can
boldly, earnestly, strongly, and passionately cry out for someone to help or assist
him.

One of the most powerful examples of the word "deisis" is found in James
5:16. In this famous verse of Scripture, the Bible says, "...The effectual fervent
prayer of a righteous man availeth much." Here the word "deisis" is translated as
"fervent prayer." You see, "deisis" is a passionate, earnest, heartfelt, sincere
prayer. It comes to God on the most serious terms, strongly beseeching Him to
move and to meet a specific need that the person praying is facing in his life.

So when you are facing a problem that deeply concerns you, don't be afraid
to go to the Lord and earnestly beseech Him to meet your need. Paul's use of this



word means you can get very bold when you ask God to move on your behalf.
There is no reason for you to be timid or mealy-mouthed when you pray. You can
tell God exactly what you feel, what you're facing, and what you want Him to do
for you. This is what "supplication" is all about!


