
  MEDITATIONS ON THE TRUE CHRISTIAN LIFE

        ...."This book of the law [the Word of God] shall not depart from [always be in] your mouth, but
you shall meditate on it day and night, so that you may be careful [take heed] to do according to all that
is written in it; for THEN you will make your way prosperous, and THEN you wi ll have success"....
Joshua 1:8 NASB

HUMILITY: THE BEAUTY OF HOLINESS

[part 8 of 28]

* Is it any wonder that the Christian life is so often feeble and fruitless, when
the very root of the Christ life is neglected, is unknown? Is it any wonder that the
joy of salvation is so little felt, when that in which Christ found it and brings it, is
so little sought? Until a humility which will rest in nothing less than the end and
death of self; which gives up all the honour of men as Jesus did, to seek the
honour that comes from God alone; which absolutely makes and counts itself
nothing, that God may be all, that the Lord alone may be exalted,—until such a
humility be what we seek in Christ above our chief joy, and welcome at any price,
there is very little hope of a religion that will conquer the world.

I cannot too earnestly plead with my reader, if possibly his attention has
never yet been specially directed to the want there is of humility within him or
around him, to pause and ask whether he sees much of the spirit of the meek and
lowly Lamb of God in those who are called by His name. Let him consider how all
want of love, all indifference to the needs, the feelings, the weakness of others; all
sharp and hasty judgments and utterances, so often excused under the plea of
being outright and honest; all manifestations of temper and touchiness and
irritation; all feelings of bitterness and estrangement, have their root in nothing but
pride, that ever seeks itself, and his eyes will be opened to see how a dark, shall I
not say a devilish pride, creeps in almost everywhere, the assemblies of the saints
not excepted. 

Let him begin to ask what would be the effect, if in himself and around him,
if towards fellow-saints and the world, believers were really permanently guided
by the humility of Jesus; and let him say if the cry of our whole heart, night and
day, ought not to be, Oh for the humility of Jesus in myself and all around me! Let
him honestly fix his heart on his own lack of the humility which has been revealed
in the likeness of Christ's life, and in the whole character of His redemption, and
he will begin to feel as if he had never yet really known what Christ and His



salvation is.

Believer! study the humility of Jesus. This is the secret, the hidden root of
thy redemption. Sink down into it deeper day by day. Believe with thy whole heart
that this Christ, whom God has given thee, even as His divine humility wrought
the work for thee, will enter in to dwell and work within thee too, and make thee
what the Father would have thee be.


